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dock strike in the same year. In 1913 these three great unions
made a 'triple alliance' with a view to combined action on some
occasion in the near future. The cgeneral strike5 did not come
till 19263 but it is likely that, but for the outbreak of the first
great war,, it would have come about ten years earlier. These
strikes were partly due to the new powers enjoyed by trade
unions under the Trade Disputes Act> and partly to the fact
that wages, which had risen fairly steadily during the last part
of the nineteenth century, had stood still during the opening
years of the twentieth.